Chemotherapy in the treatment of anal canal carcinoma.
Squamous cell carcinomas of the anal canal are generally diagnosed at a localized or locally advanced stage and only 5% are metastatic at the time of diagnosis. Advanced forms are therefore much rarer than localized forms and usually correspond to metachronous metastases of initially localized disease. Systemic chemotherapy is indicated for the treatment of both localized disease, in combination with radiotherapy, and metastatic disease. The purpose of this article is to define the current indications and modalities of chemotherapy in the treatment of these cancers based on a review of the published data and in the light of available guidelines.